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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in responsive to the paper filed on October 3 1 st , 2005. 
Claims 1 - 7 and 9 - 16 are presented for examination. 

Claims 1 - 7 and 9 - 16 are rejected. 
Claims 13 - 16 are newly presented. 
Claim 8 has been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by James D. 
Causey, III et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,641,533, and referred to as Causey hereinafter). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Causey teaches, 

■ An apparatus for use in a facilities management system, [Col. 1, Lines 22 - 27] comprising: 

■ a port for connecting [medical device interface] to a field device [medical device]; [Abstract] 
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■ a display; [Fig. 2 & 3; Col. 18, Lines 19-37] and 

■ a user interface to be displayed on the display [Palm computing software; various icons 
representative of different programs available on the PDA, Fig. 2 & 3; Col. 18, Lines 19 - 
37], the user interface to be used for at least one of programming the apparatus, testing the 
apparatus, managing the apparatus [medical device], [programming, accessing, Col. 1, Lines 
22 - 27, Col. 12, Lines 31-41, and see also a writing area for entering data using the stylus, 
Col. 18, Lines 19-37] 

Regarding dependent claim 2, 

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein: 

■ the apparatus includes a housing; [Abstract, Lines 5-7] wherein 

■ the housing houses a plurality of personality modules medical [multiple medical device 
modules]; [Abstract, and Col. 18, Lines 53 - 55] wherein 

■ the housing houses the display. [Fig. 2, Lines 25 - 55] 

Regarding dependent claim 3, 

The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 

■ a port for connecting to a server. [Fig. 1 and "server" in Col. 18, Lines 14-18] 

Regarding dependent claims 4 and 16, 

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein 

■ the display is an LCD touchscreen. [Fig. 2, Col. 18, Line 25] 
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Regarding dependent claims 5 and 7, 

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein: 

■ the user interface is further operable to programming, testing, or managing another apparatus 
[medical devices, Col. 1, Lines 22 - 27] in the facilities management system, [programming, 
accessing, Col. 1, Lines 22 - 27, Col. 12, Lines 31-41, and see also a writing area for 
entering data using the stylus, Col. 18, Lines 19-37] 

Regarding independent claim 6, 

■ An apparatus for use in a facilities management system [Col. 1, Lines 22 - 27] having a 
server [Fig. 1 and "network computer server" in Col. 18, Lines 14 - 18], comprising: 

■ a housing; [Abstract, Lines 5-7] 

■ a port for connecting the apparatus to the server; [Fig. 1, Col. 17, Line 59 - Col, 18, Line 18] 

■ a plurality of personality modules housed within the housing; [multiple medical device 
modules, Abstract and Col. 18, Lines 53 - 55] wherein 

■ at least one of the personality modules [medical device modules] has a port for connecting to 
a field device [sensor]; [Fig. 5, Col. 19, Lines 48 - 64] 

■ a display housed within the housing; [Fig. 2, Lines 25-55] 

■ a memory storing a user interface [Palm computing software] to be displayed on the display 
[Fig. 2], the user interface to be used for at least one of programming the apparatus, testing 
the apparatus, and managing the apparatus, [programming, accessing, Col. 1, Lines 22 - 27, 
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Col. 12, Lines 31-41, and see also a writing area for entering data using the stylus, Col. 18, 
Lines 19-37] 

Regarding independent claim 9, 

■ A method of configuring a facilities management system, comprising: 

■ installing a personality module [medical device modules] and connecting the personality 
module to a field device [sensor set]; [Fig. 5 and 4 &6, Col. 19, Lines 48 - 64] 

■ installing a display in close proximity to the personality module [Fig. 2, Col. 18, Lines 38 - 
55]; 

■ configuring the personality module [one module can be modified or replaced, Col. 24, Lines 
46 - 50] using the display [single key programming, Col. 12, Line 37]; and 

■ displaying a user interface on the display [Palm computing software; various icons 
representative of different programs available on the PDA, Fig. 2 & 3; Col. 18, Lines 19 - 
37], the user interface to be used for at least one of programming, testing, or managing the 
personality module, [programming, accessing, Col. 1, Lines 22 - 27, Col. 12, Lines 31 - 41, 
and see also a writing area for entering data using the stylus, Col. 18, Lines 19-37] 

Regarding dependent claim 10, 

The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

■ configuring a remote [remote programming, Col. 23, Lines 41] personality module [one 
module can be modified or replaced, Col. 24, Lines 46 - 50] using the display [single key 
programming, Col. 12, Line 37]. 
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Regarding dependent claim 11, 

The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

■ controlling the field device using the display, [regular program activating features, Col. 18, 
Lines 31 -32] 

Regarding dependent claim 12, 

The method of claim 9, further comprising 

■ viewing diagnostic information for the personality module using the display. [L.E.D. optional 
indicator, Col. 23, Lines 12-23] 

Regarding dependent claims 13 and 14, 

The method of claim 1 or 6, wherein 

■ the user interface is further operable to accessing a field device, [accessing, Col. 1, Lines 22 
- 27, Col. 12, Lines 31 - 41, and also Col. 18, Lines 19 - 37] 

Regarding dependent claim 15, 

The method of claim 9, wherein 

■ displaying a user interface on the display [Palm computing software; various icons 
representative of different programs available on the PDA, Fig. 2 & 3; Col. 18, Lines 19 - 
37], the user interface is further operable to accessing a field device, [accessing, Col. 1, Lines 
22 - 27, Col. 12, Lines 31 - 41, and also Col. 18, Lines 19-37] 
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Response to Amendment 
Claim Objections 

3. Applicants have cancelled the objected claim 8, the examiner has withdrawn the claim 
objection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. Applicants' argument regarding "a user interface" is disagreed with. Causey discloses a 
PDA for use with medical devices and ... a medical device to facilitate testing, and monitoring 
of a patient's condition . . . data management and programming through the PDA. [Col. 1, Lines 
20 - 27]; further, Causey further discloses that "the PDA includes a display mounted on the 
PDA is a touch screen LCD that allows the display of various icons representative of different 
programs available on the PDA. The icons on the display may be activated by finger pressure or 
the touch of a stylus ... and a writing area for entering data using the stylus". [Col. 18, Lines 19 
-37] Causey also teaches "the PDA provides a standard user interface, including standard PDA 
features and programmability". [Col. 18, Lines 42 - 44] 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 



Application/Control Number: 10/651,842 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2121 

MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunray Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272-3682. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on (571) 272-3687. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-746-3506. 
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Patent Examiner 

Group Art Unit 2121 

Technology Center 2100 
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